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The Department of Philosophy was founded in 1985 and reflects the
tradition of philosophy as a central discipline in the Humanities and Social
Sciences. The department has achieved an international reputation through
the acclaimed research of its members and its innovative educational
programs, not only in traditional topics such as ethics, philosophy of mind,
logic, and theory of knowledge, but in such contemporary and applied
areas as automated theorem proving, machine learning, the foundations
of statistics, causal discovery, forward learning theory, game and decision
theory, conflict resolution, and business ethics.

Philosophy thrives through contact with other disciplines. Interdisciplinary
work, a traditional strength of the Carnegie Mellon community, is vital to
the department and is reflected in the courses we offer, many of which
incorporate substantive material from a range of other disciplines. Some
courses are actually team-taught with professors from other departments
and schools around the university.

Undergraduate Programs
Our programs are designed to develop our students' analytical
sophistication and their practical and theoretical skills in specializations
outside the department (see the sample curricula below). The department
welcomes and, indeed, encourages minors and additional majors from
other disciplines who are interested in reflecting on the foundation of their
own subjects. The department offers three different undergraduate major
programs, and jointly sponsors an interdepartmental major: Ethics, History,
and Public Policy (with the Department of History):

• the B.A./B.S. (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/schools-colleges/
dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/departmentofphilosophy/
ethics-history-public-policy-ba/) in Ethics, History, and Public
Policy (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/schools-colleges/
dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/departmentofphilosophy/
ethics-history-public-policy-ba/) (interdisciplinary major with
Department of History)

• the B.S. in Logic and Computation (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
schools-colleges/dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/
departmentofphilosophy/logic-computation-bs/)

• the B.A. in Philosophy (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
schools-colleges/dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/
departmentofphilosophy/philosophy-ba/)

• the B.A. in Linguistics (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
schools-colleges/dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/
departmentofphilosophy/linguistics-ba/)

The major in Logic and Computation is perhaps the most non-traditional
of the department's majors. It offers students a firm background in
computer science, together with a solid grounding in logic, philosophy,
and mathematics. This reflects the department's commitment to the use
of formal, analytic methods in addressing philosophical issues. A flexible
system of electives allows students to focus their efforts in any of a wide
range of disciplines, from engineering to the fine arts. As a capstone to the
program, students engage in original research in their senior year, and write
a thesis under the direction of an advisor.

The department also sponsors six minor programs:

• the minor in Ethics (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/schools-colleges/
dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/departmentofphilosophy/
ethics-minor/)

• the minor in Linguistics (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
schools-colleges/dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/
departmentofphilosophy/linguistics-minor/)

• the minor in Logic and Computation (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
schools-colleges/dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/
departmentofphilosophy/logic-computation-minor/)

• the minor in Philosophy (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
schools-colleges/dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/
departmentofphilosophy/philosophy-minor/)

• the minor in Rationality, Uncertainty, and Choice: Formal
Methods (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/schools-colleges/
dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/departmentofphilosophy/
rationality-uncertainty-choice-formal-methods-minor/) (RUC)

• the minor in Societal & Human Impacts of Future Technologies
(http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/schools-colleges/
dietrichcollegeofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/departmentofphilosophy/
societal-human-impacts-future-technologies-minor/) (SHIFT)

Finally, the department offers two master's programs (https://www.cmu.edu/
dietrich/philosophy/graduate/masters/) directly extending the departmental
majors. Both programs are coordinated with and build on the undergraduate
programs, so that majors can complete the requirements for the master's
degree in one additional year:

• the M.S. in Logic, Computation and Methodology
• the M.A. in Philosophy

Faculty
JEREMY AVIGAD, Professor of Philosophy and Mathematical Sciences – Ph.D.,
University of California, Berkeley; Carnegie Mellon, 1996–

STEVEN AWODEY, Professor of Philosophy and Mathematics, The Dean’s
Chair in Logic – Ph.D., University of Chicago; Carnegie Mellon, 1997–

ADAM BJORNDAHL, Associate Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., Cornell
University; Carnegie Mellon, 2014–

CHRISTINA BJORNDAHL, Assistant Teaching Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D.,
Cornell University; Carnegie Mellon, 2014–

ATOOSA KASIRZADEH, Assistant Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., University
of Toronto; Carnegie Mellon, 2024–

KEVIN T. KELLY, Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh;
Carnegie Mellon, 1985–

ALEX JOHN LONDON, K&L Gates Professor of Ethics and Computational
Technologies – Ph.D., University of Virginia; Carnegie Mellon, 2000–

KRZYSZTOF MIERZEWSKI, Assistant Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., Stanford
University; Carnegie Mellon, 2020–

AYDIN MOHSENI, Assistant Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., University of
California, Irvine; Carnegie Mellon, 2024–

JOSEPH RAMSEY, Special Faculty and Director of Research Computing –
Ph.D., University of California, San Diego; Carnegie Mellon, 2006–

RICHARD SCHEINES, University Professor of Philosophy and Machine
Learning – Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh; Carnegie Mellon, 1987–

TEDDY I. SEIDENFELD, Herbert A. Simon Professor of Philosophy and
Statistics – Ph.D., Columbia University; Carnegie Mellon, 1985–

WILFRIED SIEG, Patrick Suppes Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., Stanford
University; Carnegie Mellon, 1985–

MANDY SIMONS, Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., Cornell University;
Carnegie Mellon, 1998–

JOEL SMITH, Distinguished Career Teaching Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D.,
University of Pittsburgh; Carnegie Mellon, 2000–

PETER L. SPIRTES, Marianna Brown Dietrich Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D.,
University of Pittsburgh; Carnegie Mellon, 1987–

DANIELLE WENNER, Associate Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., Rice
University; Carnegie Mellon, 2013–

THOMAS WERNER, Associate Teaching Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D.,
Rutgers University; Carnegie Mellon, 2003–

FRANCESCA ZAFFORA BLANDO, Assistant Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D.,
Stanford University; Carnegie Mellon, 2020–

KUN ZHANG, Professor of Philosophy – Ph.D., The Chinese University of Hong
Kong; Carnegie Mellon, 2015–

KEVIN ZOLLMAN, Herbert A. Simon Professor of Philosophy and Social and
Decision Sciences and Head of Philosophy – Ph.D., University of California,
Irvine; Carnegie Mellon, 2009–

Courtesy
FRANK PFENNING, Professor, Computer Science Department – Ph.D.,
Carnegie Mellon University ; Carnegie Mellon, 2002–
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2  Department of Philosophy

VINCENT CONITZER, Professor, Computer Science Department – Ph.D.,
Carnegie Mellon University; Carnegie Mellon, 2022–

Special Faculty
DERRICK GRAY, Special Faculty – Senior Lecturer – Ph.D., Rice University;
Carnegie Mellon, 2013–

DEJAN MAKOVEC, Special Faculty University of Pittsburgh ; Carnegie Mellon,
2025–

HARRISON PAYNE, Special Faculty – Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh; Carnegie
Mellon, 2025–

Emeriti Faculty
ROBERT CAVALIER, Teaching Professor (Emeritus) – Ph.D., Duquesne
University; Carnegie Mellon, 1987–

CLARK GLYMOUR, Alumni University Professor of Philosophy (Emeritus) –
Ph.D., Indiana University; Carnegie Mellon, 1984–

DANA S. SCOTT, Hillman University Professor of Mathematical Logic,
Computer Science and Philosophy (Emeritus) – Ph.D., Princeton University;
Carnegie Mellon, 1981–


