
Engineering Studies and Arts, B.E.S.A. 1

Engineering Studies and Arts, B.E.S.A.
Carrie Hagan, BXA First-Year & Sophomore Advisor (HOA 211)

M. Stephanie Murray, BXA Junior & Senior Advisor (HOA 211)

Bachelor of Engineering Studies and
Arts Degree Program

Overview
The Bachelor of Engineering Studies and Arts (BESA) intercollege
degree program combines the strengths of the College of Fine
Arts (CFA) and the College of Engineering (ENG). This degree is
tailored for students seeking to apply knowledge from duel fields
to advance maker culture in novel and creative ways. Students
choose their arts concentration from the following schools in
CFA: Architecture (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/
bxaintercollege/cfa-concentrations/#architecturetextcontainer), Art
(http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/
bxaintercollege/cfa-concentrations/#arttextcontainer), Design (http://
coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/
cfa-concentrations/#designtextcontainer), Drama (http://
coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/
cfa-concentrations/#dramatextcontainer) or Music (http://
coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/cfa-
concentrations/#musictextcontainer). Students choose their engineering
studies concentration established by the College of Engineering. Options
within the concentration include: biomedical engineering (http://
coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/
engineering-studies-arts/engineering-concentrations/biomedical-
engineering/), chemical engineering (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/engineering-studies-
arts/engineering-concentrations/chemical-engineering/), civil &
environmental engineering (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/engineering-studies-arts/
engineering-concentrations/civil-engineering/), electrical & computer
engineering (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/
bxaintercollege/engineering-studies-arts/engineering-concentrations/
electrical-computer-engineering/), materials science & engineering
(http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/
engineering-studies-arts/engineering-concentrations/materials-science-
engineering/) or mechanical engineering (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/engineering-studies-arts/engineering-
concentrations/mechanical-engineering/).

The BESA curriculum has three main components: general education
requirements (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/intercollegeprograms/
bxaintercollege/engineering-studies-arts/general-education/), fine
arts concentration requirements (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/cfa-concentrations/) and engineering
studies concentration requirements (http://coursecatalog.web.cmu.edu/
intercollegeprograms/bxaintercollege/engineering-studies-arts/engineering-
concentrations/). Each student's course of study is structured so they can
complete this rigorous program in four years.

Students receive extensive advising support. The academic advisors in the
BXA Intercollege Degree Programs are the primary advisors and liaisons
between CFA and ENG. Each student has two additional academic advisors:
an advisor in the admitting school of CFA to guide their focus in the arts and
an advisor in ENG to guide their focus in engineering studies.

BESA Curriculum
Units

I. BESA General Education 90-92
II. ENG Concentration 93-120
III. CFA Concentration 108-144
IV. Free Electives* 24-89
Total BESA Degree Requirements 380

* FREE ELECTIVES (approximately 3-10 courses, 24-89 units minimum):
Take any Carnegie Mellon course. A maximum of 9 units of physical

education and/or military science may be counted toward this
requirement.
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